








STAPLE/NAIL-DOWN INSTALLATION 9.

This particular installation method is typically used over plywood and OSB board sub-floors.
It takes a little work adjusting and adhering the boards when compared to glue-down.
Special pneumatic hammers that hammer the nail at 45 degrees are recommended for this
type of installation.

- Layout of flooring

* The layout process is essentially the same as that of the glue-down method.

*  Open your plank containers and sort the individual planks by color. The planks can be
installed by merging the colour gradually for an even, homogenous effect and by mixing the
colour for a more vibrant look. Select your favorite method (See the example below).

MERGING COLOUR MIXING COLOUR

e Cut four or five random planks to random lengths, varying the length by at least a board
width or minimum 40 cm (1' 1/4™) if installing in a brick pattern. The last board in every row
will be cut to fit the remaining space. Use the remainder to start the next row. See the
example below for a good example of board arrangement.

RECOMMENDED NOT RECOMMENDED
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8-15 mm

SHIMS

- Getting started

* Insert spacers along the wall (see picture on left)
where you will install your first row. These spacers will
create an 8-15mm (1/3”-1/2") expansion gap that will be
covered later by baseboard. Make sure to leave the
same gap around floor elements, such as ceramic tiles
and radiator pipes.

- Installation

* Place your first board along the wall using your
spacers as a guide. Carefully lay the rest of your first
row boards from left to right, with the board groove
facing the wall. Hand-staple or nail this first row in place,
positioning the nails every 20-25 cm (8”-107) and 5-7
cm (27-3”) from board ends. These staple or nail heads
will be covered later with baseboard.

e Attach each board with at least two nails at the end,
no matter the length of the board. When attaching
along the tongue side, please nail or staple at a
45-degree angle through the tongue (see picture on
left).

» Carefully tighten the joints by hitting a knocking
block against the side of the boards (see picture on
left). As with the glue-down method, avoid using
hammers or mallets, as they will damage the floor if
used improperly.

*  When laying your first row (and all subsequent
ones), alternate board lengths in a way that staggers
your transverse seams. This creates a random
arrangement that looks more attractive and
professional.

*  Once you're down to the last few boards, you need
to start fastening them by hand. This requires drilling
holes at 45-degree angles to the floor through the edge
of the boards and attaching them using 25 mm (1”) nails
or staples (see below). You can also drill pilot holes
every 15 mm (1/2”) in the darker areas on the face of the
wood and attaching with the 25 mm (1) nails or staples.
Countersink them and fill holes with wood filler.
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e Cut the boards of the last row to allow for an
expansion gap of 8-15 mm (1/3”-1/2").

GLUE GROOVES (OPTIONAL)

For extra stability, you can apply glue directly into the
grooves of each board during installation. This will help
avoid squeaks and movement on your floor after its
laid (see picture on left).

FLOATING FLOOR INSTALLATION

Concrete sub-floors are best served by floating floor installation, as it doesn't require any
nails or staples. However, it can also be used on plywood and OSB board subfloors. Talk to
your contractor or a Bonum Wood sales expert for suggestions on which installation
method works best for your floor.

- Priming

« Always prime your sub-floor before performing a floating floor installation. Follow the
manufacturer’'s instructions of primer and let the primer dry for at least 4-5 hours before
continuing.

- Layout of flooring

* Talk to your Bonum Wood sales expert to choose an underlayment material that works
best for your floor type.

e Unroll your underlayment foam across your floor and cut off the rest with a utility knife.

e Carefully and evenly tack the foam to the sub-floor and use duct tape to seal the seams
around the edges.

* Before moving on, make sure your sub-floor is completely flat by adding flooring screws

to prevent movement. This will help keep your floor from squeaking. Don't worry about
leveling the subfloor: it just needs to be flat, not perfectly level.
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- Layout of flooring

*  Remove all your planks from their containers and sort the individual planks by color. The
planks can be installed by merging the colour gradually for an even, homogenous effect and
by mixing the colour for a more vibrant look. Select your favorite method (see picture
below).

MERGING COLOUR MIXING COLOUR

e Cut 4-5 planks at random lengths, separating their length by at least a board width or
minimum 40 cm (1' 1/4") if installing in a brick pattern. This helps create a more staggered
look when you install your floor. When finishing a row, cut the last board to fit and use
what's left of it to start the next row (see below).

RECOMMENDED NOT RECOMMENDED

- Getting started

8-15 mm SHIMS * As with all installation methods, please leave an
8-15mm (1/3”-1/2") expansion gap around the
perimeter of your wall. Keep this gap even around all
elements on the floor, and maintain it during
installation by adding spacers (see picture on left)
against the starting wall.
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- Installing starter rows

e Start by applying glue into the grooves of every
board you plan on using in your first row. This includes
the length and end joints (see picture on left). Place
your boards on the underlayment and spread in a
left-to-right fashion. Fit their grooves together to
attach them. Adjust their position as you go to create
an even look.

* Make sure that all the boards in your first row have tongues on short and long side. This
is critical for creating a proper alignment throughout the rest of your floor.

e Stop after installing three rows and check board alignment. They should be even with
the sides of the walls and with each other. Adjust their position if necessary, including the
distance of the expansion gap. After this adjustment, check and adjust alignment after
every three rows.

* Asyou fit your glued grooves together, tighten the joints by hitting the side of the board
with a knocking block. Never use a rubber mallet or hammer directly on the flooring.
Tighten the floor with a ratchet floor clamp every 3-5 rows to further tighten and add
painter's tape on top of the boards to keep them from moving. (see below for all three
procedures)

e Let the first three rows glue dry for at least two hours before moving on. They will serve
as the guide and stabilizer for the rest of the process.

- Job completion

« Continue laying your rows after the glue on the initial rows is dry. Alternate board
lengths as you lay to position transverse seams randomly. Always clean the glue off boards
immediately to avoid damage.

* All boards of the last row need to be cut to allow for an expansion gap of 8-15mm
(1/3”-1/2™). As it is unlikely that your floor will perfectly line up, be prepared to remove as
much board as necessary.
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Complete these simple steps after each installation process to finish your floor.

+ After you finish laying your floor, you can remove the spacers and install transition
pieces.

* Nail baseboard and shoe moldings to the wall around the edge of your floor.

Vacuum and wipe with special hardwood floor cleaners to give it a beautiful shine. Stay
off the floor for at least 10-12 hours and don't add any furniture to its surface for a full 24
hours.

+ Protect the floor from damage by placing felt pads under all furniture legs.

+  Keep the remaining planks in storage in case of repairs.

MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES

Maintenance procedures for hardwood floors require a few simple processes that are fully
outlined in our “Bonum Wood Maintenance and Repair Instructions” guide. Please, read
through this completely after you install your floor to get cleaning, maintenance, and repair
suggestions that can add years to your floor's life.
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